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Funding principles for athletic 

facilities in Finland 

 Local athletic clubs are the main users of facilities 

 Local government(city) is the final decision making 

body and funding authority based on the zoning 

planning 

 Federation gives input when needed 

 Ministery of Education and Culture can also support 

locally 



Allocation of major events 

 Hosting city needs to have a clear strategy or plan for 

supporting major events 

 For national events there are static procedures for how to 

locate major events 

 Hosting club needs to have proven competences to 

organise big events 

 Logistics, hotel capacity and all needed facilities need to 

support the plan to organise major international events 

 Cost of the facilities for the organising club varies a lot 

between cities 



Maintenance/Renovation 

 Local government is the main decision making and 

funding body related to maintenance of the sport 

facilities 

 Federation can not order any maintenance action but 

can be proactive to provide training and guidance for 

maintenance persons and decision makers 

 Getting main events at the city normally helps to 

improve facilities  

 

 

 



Building a new facility 

 Needs are coming from users, local club and also 

from federation – cooperation needed 

 Need have an influence on key decision makers, 

sometimes also on politicians 

 Information channels can be used like press and 

other media 

 Planning and design responsibility is in local 

government with help from local clubs and federation 



Building a new facility 

 Federation gives help related to rules and guidelines 

needed to be taken into account 

 Special meetings can take place or other ways of 

communicating and helping 

 Local government have good understanding for 

construction in general but Federation and clubs can 

give additional information related to athletics 

requirements 



Role of local and national 

government 

 Local government 

 normally takes care of all costs 

 25% of building new sports facilities are funded by private 

sector (mainly indoor sports like ice arenas) 

 might be also city-owned companies 

 problem with co-ownership is the non-sport usage like 

exhibitions that might close the facility for a long time 

 takes care of finding constructor, architec etc. 

 Normally open bidding needed 

 



Role of local and national 

government 

 National government 

 May give funding, normally around 20%. In some special 
cases even 50%.  

 over 700 000 eur plans aimed for Ministery of Education and 
Culture and below are handled by Centre for Economic 
Development, Transport and the Environment 

 There are criteria that need to be met (multible usage, 
accessebility) 

 Guidelines exist for athletic constructions. Federation has 
been involved in writing them 

 Normally no more inspections after facility is ready 

 



Operating the athletic facility 

 Athletic club 

 Main user of the facility. 

Normally training is free in 

outdoor facilities, but 

many indoor facilities 

have entrance fees 

 May rent a facility for 

major championchips. 

Costs vary a lot between 

cities 



Operating the athletic facility 

 National federation 

 Nominates organisers for all national championships and 

supports biddings for international competitions 

 Provides rules and regulations 

 Also persons from the Federation can work together with 

organisers to help and give support 

 Education from federation  



Operating the athletic facility 

 Local government 

 Funding for maintenance and renovations 

 Takes care not only of the  track but also all equipment, 
basic implements etc. 

 Personnel of the facility are working for city 

 In major events the funding of all extra needs like result 
service and video screen 

 Training for personnel, federation is helping 

 Some funding also for organisers. Not so much direct money 
but for improving the facilities 



Role of Federation 

concerning athletic facilities 

 Provides needed rules and guidelines 

 Guidelines include also national additions 

 Training for various needs 

 Own rules concerning national championships 

 Supporting and helping certification of major athletics 
arenas (6-8 in Finland) 

 Special competence needed for certification 
measurements and in some cases need to get 
competent company outside Finland 

 

 



Role of Federation 

concerning athletic facilities 

 Takes care of criteria for getting major national event 

 Need to comply with international and additional national rules 

 If TV involved, they give also special criteria 

 Criteria for facilities 

 Is facility in good condition or is there need for special 

renovations 

 Inspections possible before making decisions 

 



Questions? 



Thank you ! 



Facilities in Finland 

 Outdoors 

 240 arenas with 300/350/400m track 

 6 certificate II arenas 

 1 certificate I arena (Helsinki) 

 Indoors 

 Many long tracks (400m, 330m, 300m) 

 Only one 200m with 6 lanes, two 200m with 4 lanes 

 Few shorter tracks (170m) 

 Quite a few running straights (60m-100m), places for throwing 

events or other individual events.  


